Prestonpans Potteries Ceramic Resource Disc 13 by Haggarty, George
 1
Cadell’s Pottery: Prestonpans: Kiln Furniture 
 
 (Box 1)   
 
KEY 
 
K.2010.88             National Museums Scotland: Acquisition number for the Prestonpans material 
WSGS                  White Salt Glazed Stoneware 
C                           Creamware 
B   Bisque shard 
G   Glazed shard 
 
 
 
All the ceramic material catalogued under the national Museums Scotland accession 
number (K.2010.88.1 to 17) was recovered by George Haggarty from a contractor’s 
trench at the foot of Ayres Wynd in Prestonpans. It almost certainly derived from the 
nearby pottery built by William Cadell in 1750. (Haggarty, G 2007 ‘The evidence for 
18th century Creamware and Pearlware production in the Forth littoral’ in 
Creamware and Pearlware Re-Examined’ A collection of papers presented at a 
Colloquium held by the English Ceramic Circle at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
4th and 5th June 2005. Ken, 218-230.) 
   
(K.2010.88.1)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat WSGS Bobs 20 – 60mm c. 18 - 38mm        1 
 
Twenty six hand- made 
stilts or (bobs) in 
various heights and 
diameters: These stilts 
were used to support 
white salt glazed 
stoneware items in the 
kiln. All the irregular 
shaped bases have been 
dipped into a bed of 
crushed flint, while 
some of the (bobs) 
have small pebbles 
stuck into their tops. A 
few also have had their 
tops dipped into 
crushed flint. This was to decrease the areas and hence marks on the supported vessels.   
 
 
 
 
 2
(K.2010.88.2)   
Context Fabric Form Height Diameters Illus 
Un/strat WSGS Ring Stilts   10- 36 mm         2 
 
Seven shards from white 
salt glazed stoneware 
ring stilts in various 
heights. These are cut in 
a wavy pattern to 
decrease the areas of the 
vessels being supported 
in the kiln.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (K.2010.88.3)   
Context Fabric Form Height Breadth Illus 
Un/strat WSGS Saggers ? 18-22mm 3 
 
Two shards from white salt glazed 
saggers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 3
(K.2010.88.4)   
Context Fabric Form Height Length Illus 
Un/strat WSGS Saddle Stilts 20-37mm 26-47mm        4 
 
Seven what I have called white salt 
glazed saddle stilts in various sizes: 
They are composed of lengths of Y 
extruded shaped clay trimmed in 
there centres top and bottom. The 
edges which touch the plates in the 
kiln have then been notched. These 
stilts have to-date only been 
recovered at two sites in Scotland. 
From workman’s trenches near 
William Cadell’s pottery at the east 
end of Prestonpans and his nephews 
pottery at Bankfoot at the west end 
of the same town, (Kemp, R 1981 
‘Are Prestonpans Salt-Glazed 
Stilts Unique’ in Scottish Pottery Historical Review, No 6 (1981), 4-6.)   
.     
 
 
(K.2010.88.5)   
Context Fabric Form Height Length Illus 
Un/strat WSGS Saddle Stilt 24mm 36mm 5 a & b 
 
One to-date, unique white salt glazed stoneware 
saddle stilt; almost certainly produced by 
splitting and opening a length of extruded 
rectangular clay along its narrow edges creating 
an X shape which has then been trimmed 
leaving four feet which have also been split and 
opened. The eight small feet have then been 
notched. This would leave a suite of eight very 
distinctive marks on both the top of the flat 
ware vessels being supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4
  (K.2010.88.6)   
Context Fabric Form Height Length Illus 
Un/strat WSGS V Stilt 17mm 17mm 6. a & b 
 
Three white salt glaze stoneware 
V stilts produced by cutting 
sections from an extruded V 
shaped rod. The top and feet of 
one of the stilt show traces of 
having been notched.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
Cadell’s Pottery: Prestonpans: White Salt Glazed Stoneware 
 
 (Box 1)   
 
KEY 
 
K.2010.88             National Museums Scotland: Acquisition number for the Prestonpans material 
WSGS                  White Salt Glazed Stoneware 
C                           Creamware 
B   Bisque shard 
G   Glazed shard 
 
 
 
 
 All the ceramic material catalogued under the national Museums Scotland accession 
number (K.2010.88. 1 to 17) was recovered by George Haggarty from a contractor’s 
trench at the foot of Ayres Wynd in Prestonpans and which almost certainly derived from 
the nearby pottery built by William Cadell in 1750. (Haggarty, G 2007 ‘The evidence 
for 18th century Creamware and Pearlware production in the Forth littoral’ in 
Creamware and Pearlware Re-Examined’ A collection of papers presented at a 
Colloquium held by the English Ceramic Circle at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
4th and 5th June 2005. Ken, 218-230.) 
   
 
        (K.2010.88.7)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat WSGS           7 
 
Seven white saltglazed 
stoneware shards of which two 
conjoin from moulded plates 
and a large ashet with seed and 
barley borders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
        (K.2010.88.8)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat WSGS           8 
 
Eight white saltglazed 
stoneware shards of which 
two conjoin from a number of 
different vessels including 
bowls, dishes, plates and a 
mustard pot. One plate shard 
has a wavy edge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
1 
Cadell’s Pottery: Prestonpans: Creamware 
 
 (Box 1)   
 
KEY 
 
K.2010.88             National Museums Scotland: Acquisition number for the Prestonpans material 
WSGS                  White Salt Glazed Stoneware 
C                           Creamware 
B   Bisque shard 
G   Glazed shard 
L                           Large 
S                           Small 
 
 
 All the ceramic material catalogued under the national Museums Scotland accession 
number (K.2010.88.1 to 17) was recovered by George Haggarty from a contractor’s 
trench at the foot of Ayres Wynd in Prestonpans and which almost certainly derived from 
the nearby pottery built by William Cadell in 1750. (Haggarty, G 2007 ‘The evidence 
for 18th century Creamware and Pearlware production in the Forth littoral’ in 
Creamware and Pearlware Re-Examined’ A collection of papers presented at a 
Colloquium held by the English Ceramic Circle at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
4th and 5th June 2005. Ken, 218-230.) 
   
        (K.2010.88.9)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware   Mug. G. L.                   120mm    9a & b 
 
       One basal angle creamware shard from 
what would seem to be a large mug 
with a splayed and turned footrim: 
Decorated with two bands of rouletting 
one on its foot and one 17-20 mm above 
its base.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
2 
        (K.2010.88.10)   
Context Fabric Form Height Rim Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware Bowl. B   280mm        10 
 
One thick bisque shard from a large bowl 
decorated below its rim with a band of simple 
oval rouletting and two bands of shallow 
incised lathe cutting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         (K.2010.88.11)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware     Stand? B             11 
 
One moulded bisque shard from a feather edged plate; dish 
or more likely some sort of stand; with an added band of 
simple vertical rouletting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (K.2010.88.12)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware          Jug? B             12 
 
One small bisque shard decorated with a 
small applied flower from a handle terminal. 
The shape of the shard suggests a small jug 
or creamer rather than a mug. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
3 
        (K.2010.88.13)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware Various. B            13 
 
Fifteen turned, bisque, shards from 
a number of vessels all with lathe 
cut decoration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (K.2010.88.14)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware Various. B & G            14 
 
Four shards; three bisque and one glazed from a number 
of different vessels all decorated with a single rouletted 
band: two different styles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (K.2010.88.15)   
Context Fabric Form Height Base Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware          Plates. G            15 
 
Two small glazed, creamware rim shards 
from two different moulded feather edged 
plates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
 
4 
 
 
 
        (K.2010.88.16)   
Context Fabric Form Height Rim Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware   Chamberpot. G            16 
 
Sixteen shards all of which seen to 
conjoin to form the rim and upper 
body of a creamware chamberpot; 
only one shard illustrated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (K.2010.88.17)   
Context Fabric Form Height Rim Dia Illus 
Un/strat Creamware             Vase? B            17 
 
One thinly thrown carinated rim shard from what may be 
a vase, decorated with a band of rouletting 24 mm below 
the rim.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
